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My friend President Yitzhak Navon,
Mrs Navon, ‘
Friends,

. It delights me very much to welcome you®in the good land of
Egypt as messengers of peace and love, advocates of friendship and
fraternity between our two peoples and supporters of comprehensive
understanding between Israel and the entire Arab peoples. Such under-
standing rectifies the march of history and refurns the relation
between cousins back to its original status characterized by tole-
rance, co-existence, faith in the unity of human destiny and firm
belief that God Almighty granted us wisdom to be proselytized to
His Straight Path, the Path of right, justice and peace.

h/.

There is none trustworthykgﬁﬁﬁaking over this mission and
performing this precept but we, predecessors of Abraham and guardians
of a glorious heritage of civilization and loftiness in an area
which was, since the very dawn of history, the craddle of big Faiths.
These faiths achieved to Mankind the greatest of victories, the

triumph of goodness and knowledge over evil and ignorance.

Few days ago, those noble and genuine meanings came before my
eyes while 1 was standing in full submission in the Holy Valley,
the spot of sanctity and purity on the land of Egypt where the
Beneficent God revealed to His Prophet and Speaker Moses the
Gospel and Wisdom..Then the chains of the Godly Mission succeeded
and the Mission of Jesus Christ, may God's peace be upon Him, was
revealed. Then came Mohamed, may God's peace and blessings be upon
Him, the last of Prophets and messengers who completed to us our
Religion and the gift of Faith. The Godly Mission, in its tenor,
calls for fraternity among all believers and regection of rancour
and grudge for good. Hence, the people of Egypt took the initiative
and called for establiéhing a Religious Complex in that unique area
to stand for the unity of our march on the right path, to deepen the
concept of tolerance in our hearts and to be a symbol for the future
trend where hatred, enmity, wars and sufferings are replaced by
sincere love, true cordiality and faithful affinity.
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For these reasons we struggled tooth and nail to establish

a comprehensive and just peace in the area, a peace which restores
the rights of all its peoples, maintains their legal interests

and gives them the opportunity to face the main challenges in this
stage of modern history, primarily the problems of civilization,
the process of full social and economic devélopment and keeping
pace with the successive events related to the revolution of
technological and scientific progress. Briefly, we are all facing
the chalienges of the greatest struggle, that's to create a better
world for the coming generations where they could enjoy more stabi-

lity, peace and welfare.

We have taken wide strides towards comprehensive peace by
concluding the Camp David Accords, the Egyptian- Israeli Peace
Treaty and the exchanged letter concerning full autonomy in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. We are satisfied with the success achie-
ved till now as regards the normalization of relations between
our two countries. Furthermore, we are fully determined to maintain
this march incessantly and without the least of hesitation because
we consider peace an irrevocable strategic aim and because the real
interest of peoples is strong enough to excel events and compel all
parties concerned to perceive a great fact that should never: be
disregarded.This fact is that the tremendous historic steps we made
have completely changed the struggle to be a commitment for co-
existence, good neighbourhood and a normal state between two cons-
cious countries whose interests may sometimes meet and sometimes
diverge, but in all cases they behave according to their belief in
the necessity of co-existence and reject the unwise theories which
consider conflict something inevitable.
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POLITICA

DIFFICILE
PACE

Per Egitto e
Israele, I’apertura
delle rispettive
ambasciate e un
passo importante
sulla strada
dell’amicizia. Ma
per Begin e Sadat
le vere difficolta,
dopo Camp David,
debbono

ancora arrivare.

Dal nostro inviato
Alberto Salani
Foto di Sergio Del Grande

In te foto la ceri

di presentazione delle
credenziali dell’ambasciatore
egiziano Sa’ad Murtada (in alto)
al presidente d’Israele

Yitzhak Navon (il secondo da
destra, qui sopra) avvenuta

a Gerusalemme nei giorni scorsi.

UE{HJ(H‘(’"II”’(‘. marzo
Trentun annj di feroce osti-
lita, cinque guerre, migliaia
di morti. E ora la « normalizza-
zione » fra due paesi, Egitto e
Israele, che ['apertura delle ri-
speltive ambasciate a Gerusalem-
me (ma la bandiera egiziana sven-
tola al dodicesimo piano dell’ho-
tel Hilton di Tel Aviv) e al Cairo
ha ufficialmente consegnato alla
storia. Sa’ad Murtada, primo am-
basciatore di Sadat in Israele, ha
un pallido sorriso di circostanza
mentre consegna le credenziali al
presidente israeliano Yitzhak Na-
von, Fuori dal Beit Hanassi, il
palazzo presidenziale, pochi cu-
riosi sorvegliati da molti poliziot-
ti; dentro, un centinaio di giorna-
listi irrequieti, fotografi ¢ ia tele-
visione che trasmettono in diretta
la cerimonia. E un giorno storico,
questo al quale assistiamo a Geru-
salemme: nello stesso momento al
Cairo il presidente egiziano Sadat
stringe la mano a Eliahu Ben-
Elissar, primo ambasciatore israe-
liano in Egitto.

« Una tappa memorabile verso
fa pace », « Una grande giornata
per i nostri due paesi»; la retori-
ca dei discorsi ufficiali rimbalza
sugli schermi della tv israeliana,
ma gli echi di ogni trionfalismo
si spengono davanti alle saracine-
sche abbassate della citta vecchia
di Gerusalemme, dell’intera Cis-
giordania, della citta di Gaza dove
vivono, in otto campi profughi,
170 mila rifugiati palestinesi, « U-
na pugnalata alle spalle del po-
polo palestinese », « Sadat & uno
sporco traditore », « La Palestina
vivra, Israele deve scomparire ».
Nei villaggi della Galilea, della
Samaria, della Giudea rispuntano
sulle labbra della popolazione ara-
ba gli slogan dei tempi peggiori:
ai posti di blocco sulla strada per
Ramallah, una cittadina venti chi-
lometri al nord di Gerusalemme,
i grossi taxi-shérout e gli autobus
colorati scaricano palestinesi dal
volto scuro, teso. Davanti ai fu-
cili automatici dei soldati israe-
liani, mostrano documenti di iden-
tita, aprono fagotti, rispondono
secchi con cupa rassegnazione.
Nella piazza di Ramallah, il caos

(segue a pag. 44)
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Saad Mortada;
First Egyptian
Envoy to Israel

Saad Mortada, 78, an Egyptian
diplomat who in 1980 became that
country’s first ambassador to Israel
and then was recalled in 1982 amid
Israeli’s reported massacre of Pal-
estinian refugees in Israeli-occu-
pied West Beirut, died of prostate
cancer Sept. 24 at the Sleepy Hol-
low Nursing Home in Falls Church.
He lived in Falls Church. ,

M. Mortada had served 32 years
in the Egyptian diplomatic corps
when he got the Israel assignment.
The two nations had only recently
normalized relations following the
landmark Camp David accords of
1978, ‘

Mr. Mortada retired from diplo-
matic service soon after his recall
and settled in the Washington area.
He was a scholar at the Woodrow
Wilson Center in Washington in
the mid-1980s.

He was born in Egypt and was
the son of a provincial vice gover-
nor. He was a law school graduate
of what is now Cairo University
and a graduate of the College of Eu-
rope in Belgium.

He received his first ambassa-
dorship in 1972 to the United Arab
Emirates, followed by ambassador-
ships in Senegal and Morocco,

His first wife, Aliya Mortada,
died in 1976.

Survivors include his wife, Gul-
nar Djeddaoui Mortada, whom he
married in 1984, of Falls Church; a
son from his first marriage, Moh-
sen. Mortada, a dentist in Egypt; a
stepdaughter, Rabab Butti of Vien-
na; a brother; and three grand-
children.
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